
434       DicotyleDons • Polygonaceae

Rumex brownii (swamp dock, slender dock), 
native to Australia, is an erect, branched 
perennial herb to about 1 m high. Leaves 
(5–20 cm long) are oblong to narrowly oval 
with margins sometimes crisped, becoming 
leafless in the upper half of the plant. Flower 
‘whorls’ are in distinctly separate leafless 
clusters up the spikes. Fruiting segments are 
triangular with 3–5 hooked lateral teeth and 
the tip of each segment also hooked. Simi-
lar Rumex dumosus is easily distinguished by 
its tangled fruiting stems. Widespread and 
common. [NSW, Vic, Tas, SA, WA, Qld]

Rumex conglomeratus (clustered dock), na-
tive to Europe and south-western Asia, is 
an erect perennial herb to about 1 m high. 
Leaves (4–12 cm long) are oblong to lance-
shaped often with wavy margins, reducing 
in size up the stems. Flower ‘whorls’ are in 
close, but distinctly separate clusters, usu-
ally with a small leaf, up widely-branched 
spikes. Fruiting segments are egg-shaped 
and without teeth. Widespread and com-
mon. [All states except NT]

Rumex crispus (curled dock), native to Europe 
and south-western Asia, is an erect peren-
nial herb to about 1 m high. Leaves (8–30 
cm long) are lance-shaped to narrowly ob-
long with finely crisped margins that are 
usually also wavy, reducing in size up the 
stems. Flower ‘whorls’ are almost continu-
ous up the erect spikes. Fruiting segments 
are broadly egg-shaped to spherical and 
without teeth. Widespread and common. 
[All states]

Rumex dumosus (wiry dock), native to Austral-
ia, is a perennial herb to about 60 cm high, 
with wiry, tangled branched stems. The in-
florescence breaks off near the base and dis-
perses as a ‘tumbleweed’. Fruiting segments 
are triangular with 2–3 stiff lateral teeth near 
the base. Similar to Rumex brownii but easily 
distinguished by its tangled fruiting stems. 
Locally common in plains country and 
heavy clay soils. [All states except NT]

Rumex obtusifolius (broad-leaf dock), native to 
Europe and south-western Asia, is an erect 
perennial herb to 1 m high. Leaves (12–30 
cm long) are oblong to oval often with wavy 
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